[image: ]
Pot O Gold  2026


CHECK IN: 

Teams Please Check in – Check in Prior to your game 

Contacts: 
Josh Waner – 304-860-0146
Jason Post – 304-677-9273
Brady Stutler – 304-669-5634


1. Coaches you may add your roster of Players to your team on the website. You will have to send out roster invited to the Players parents and have them accept. (Parents will need an account) prior to your invitation to the team.  www.usasoftballofwv.com
2. Show Proof of valid team Insurance. If you do not have USA insurance that’s fine just please have a Valid Insurance available for us to check that will cover your teams. 
3. Review rules document on tournament site
4. Report scores – 304-860-0146 or


All teams need to be ready to play as soon as the previous game on their field ends. This keeps the tournament moving as scheduled.


 TOURNAMENT RULES: 

Pool Play

1. Free defensive substitutions (must identify Pitcher/Catcher)
2. Unlimited batters
3. 75 min finish the inning
4. Game can end in tie
5. Mercy Rule 12 after 3, 10 after 4, 8 after 5

Special Rules for Indoor tournaments – 
 
Infield Ceiling Rules- The Ceiling is in Play. 
Special Rules for Indoor Events Infield Ceiling Rules: The ceiling is in play. You can catch the ball for an out off the ceiling. If the ball hits ceiling in the infield before bases and either lands foul or no one touches it and it rolls foul, it’s a foul ball. If a player touches the ball in fair territory, it’s a fair ball. If the ball hits ceiling in the infield before bases and the ball stays in field of play, it’s a fair ball. Just like outdoors. Outfield Ceiling Rules: If it hits ceiling in outfield and lands fair, it’s fair ball. If it hits ceiling and lands fair and rolls foul, it’s still a fair ball. If it hits ceiling and lands foul, it’s a foul ball. Just like outdoors. 
Foul Territory: If the ball hits the side nets, it’s immediately dead and cannot be caught for an out. If it hits ceiling in foul territory, it can be caught for an out as long as it doesn’t hit side screen or wall on way down. If it touches side screen or wall, before catch is made, it’s a dead ball. Field Two Batting Cages: There are batting cages that could come into play. The infield batting cages will be played like the ceiling. If the ball gets stuck in the net, it’s a foul ball. If a ball is hit into the outfield cages the hitter will be awarded a home run. Ground Rule Double: If a hit ball in fair territory rolls past, under or hops over the outfield fence the hitter will be awarded a double. Just like outdoors. • If a hitter hits the ball directly into the ceiling net or ceiling beam directly behind the infield baseline the batter will be awarded a double. This will be explained at every plate meeting This will be at the umpire’s discretion and cannot be a protested. Home Run: The outfield fences are set at approx 190 – 195 feet. If a hitter hits a ball over the outfield fence, even if it hits the ceiling, the batter will be awarded a home run. This will be at the umpire’s discretion and cannot be a protested. 

FORMAT: 4 game minimum (3 pool with SINGLE elimination). Every effort will be made to be equal to all teams in terms of scheduling.  If at any time the weather cause’s the tournament to be shortened in terms of game length, or possibly shorten pool or bracket play, in the worst conditions of final cancellation the highest seeds will be awarded the 1st and 2nd place trophies based on their pool play standings. We will do everything in our power to play softball. Understand that weather sometimes does not allow this. 



TOURNAMENT STRUCTURE: 

FORMAT: 4 games minimum (3 pool with SINGLE elimination). Every effort will be made to be equal to all teams in terms of scheduling.  If at any time the weather causes the tournament to be shortened in terms of game length, or possibly shorten pool or bracket play, in the worst conditions of final cancellation the highest seeds will be awarded the 1st and 2nd place trophies based on their pool play standings. We will do everything in our power to play softball. Understand that weather sometimes does not allow this. 

SEEDING: The following will seed all age groups. 

Pool Tiebreakers:

1. Record (Winning pct, number Wins)
2. Head-to-Head (Used only when all tied teams have played each other)
3. Points Allowed (An average is used if teams have not played an equal number of games)
4. Points Scored (An average is used if teams have not played an equal number of games)
5. Computer Generated Coin Flip (A system random number generator breaks ties at this stage)

This Tournament is USA Sanctioned event and will follow USA rules with the following exceptions: There will be free substitutions all weekend.

You may bat up to your entire lineup if you choose as well as Unlimited defensive substitutions during pool play & bracket play.  (Shorthanded rule does apply). You may Start with 8 players and finish with 8. 




* Home team is the “official” scorekeeper and is responsible for reporting scores. YOU CAN TEXT SCORES TO 304-860-0146 or come to registration desk to report them. If you see a discrepancy in the scores please contact Josh Warner (304) 860-0146) Brady Stutler (304)-669-5634 Or Jason Post 304-677-9273 as soon as possible. 


* All scores will be recorded according to USA Softball Rules. 

* Mercy Rule is 12 runs after 3 innings, 10 runs after 4 innings and 8 runs after 5 innings. 

* We want everyone to enjoy their weekend at the highlands Complex in Tridelphia, WV and we know that perceived “bad calls” or rules that somehow hurt your team’s chances to win could cause an emotional response that you may not have intended. In the Past years we have implemented a new policy to assure everyone has a fun and safe weekend. Any coach, parent, player or spectator that argues with or abuses in any way an umpire, opposing player, coach or fan will be immediately removed from the tournament. The director also has the right to disqualify the team responsible from the tournament if necessary.

* ALL POOL GAMES will be 75 minutes long. Pool games are finish the inning and can end in a tie.

* SINGLE elimination bracket play. All bracket play games are 75 minutes long. Bracket play games will finish the inning. International tiebreaker rules will apply for games that are tied at the end of regulation time. 


10) Championship game will be a 7-inning game 


11) Each team coach will be responsible for cleaning up all trash from his or her team after each game. 


15) In order to keep the tournament on schedule infielders and outfielders will be allowed to take a ball to practice in the first inning only. No practice between innings and 1 warm up pitch only. New Pitchers get 5 warmup Pitches.

16) Courtesy runners are permitted by USA Softball rule book or last batted out. 

17) Legal bats will be the responsibility of the coaches. Anyone caught using any illegal bat will be recorded as an automatic out. 

18) It is the coach’s responsibility to know the schedule. Do not rely on others to check the schedule for you.  Missing a game or arriving late will result in a forfeit for your team. Bracket schedules will be posted www.usasoftballofwv.com website. As soon as the last scores are entered for the Pool Play. The faster we get your scores the sooner we will have your brackets updated. All our communication is done through the Website. The coaches who have registered the team will receive our communication via the email entered. Please make sure you don’t have us blocked. 

6) PROTESTS must be made before the next pitch. The tournament director (or representative), will make the decision and that decision will be final. Judgment calls cannot be protested. The cost of the Protest will be $100.00 due immediately at the time of protest.
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